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GLEASON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mrs. Joanna Parker Gleason 
John Gleason from Lewis' "Middlesex County" 
Parker Families 
Jonas Parker's Revolutionary Record 
The Parker Gavel 
"Receipt to Make a Whig" 
Nathaniel Parker Family 
Gleason Pub Lic Library by Mrs. Mary A. Green 
Mrs. Green as Trustee 
Library Clock 
Elizabeth Williard's Wedding Dress 
Gleason Fund 
Carlisle Library Society, 1797-1844 

a Vice oe Qiire tte Cou Rel ott — 
Carlisle Agricultural Librery Association 1859-1881 
Certificate of Membership in Agricultural Library 
Gleason Public Library by Mrs. M.A. Green 
The Housing of the Library 
Sidney A. Bull 


Wilbur I. Bull 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
Federally funded with LSTA funds through the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners 


http://www.archive.org/details/oldhousesfamilieO8wilk 
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GLEASON FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 
Received for building lot $500.00 
Library building 6,455.50 
Library building 500.00 
furnace . . 150.00 
AMINO JOSS oo ee vo : 40.00 
from interest on Gleason isha 179.90 


‘Total amount of Gleason Fund. . $7,825 . 40 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid N. Hutchinson, for building lot ................. 0... $500.00 
George G. Adams, for services as architect .... 300.00 
George G. Adams, for travelling expenses and telephone 

messages Simo 
H. V. Hildreth, for granite ese 53.04 
H. V. Hildreth, for granite posts 40.00 
for insurance on Gleason Library 93.75 
Clark & Powers, painters, for labor and stock 167.43 
F. A. Fisher, Esq., for advice 10.00 
Adams & Co., for furniture. .. ; 318.53 
Jones, McDufty & Stratton, for lamapete. : 62.40 
D. W. Robbins, mason, stock and labor..... 4,092.32 
D. W. Fitch, carpenter, stock and labor 3,342.50 
W. B. Chamberlin, for supplies and telephone messages . . 32.9 1s 
Mack & Co., for furnace 150.00 
J. Long, for building foundation walls 183.00 
J. Long, for bujlding wing walls ie 40.00 


Cost of Gleason Library, including land. . $9,413.19 
Total amount of Gleason Fund... 7,825.40 


Excess é $1,587.79 

Amount spent on Library grounds for labor, loam, gravel, trees 
and pump 2,256 .44 
$3,844.23 


THOMAS A. GREEN, 
DANIEL W. ROBBINS, > 
JOHN Q. A. GREEN, 


Building Committee. 
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. ANY Middlesex réaders will 

want to add to their libraries, 
I am sure, the “Autobiography and 
Genealogy” of Sidney A. Bull of) 
Billerica, which has just come from | 
the press of the Picken Printing 
Company, North Chelmsford, 

eee 


Here is the life story of a very | 
much alive man of our neighborhood | 
--happily still with us at a fairly | 
advanced age ag I type these lines. | 
He is one of our journalistic family, 
whom I again glady congratulate 


THE MARION STUDIO 


SIDNEY AUGUSTUS BULE- 
Whose autobiography has just been 
published 


upon his literate achievements. 
Many of the travel sketches which 
are an important part of the volume | 
now published were first printed in| 
this newspaper. I am, indeed, de-| 
lighted to speak up for Sidney Bull | 
—his book. 
a RO 


I have before now expressed my 


/personal indebtedness to Mr. Bull 


for information that has rounded 
results of my own 
meagre research. His habit of 
keeping documents and his retentive 


|memory make him a good man to 


know, if one is writing about people 
and things in northern Middlesex 
county as of the past three quar- 


|| ters of a century. Historian of the 


town of Carlisle, long-time member | 
of the Billerica Historical Society, a | 
merchant of many contacts and a 

traveler of many tours. Mr.. Bull 

has been, and is, one of those people { 
who very likely can tell you_some- 

thing at the moment when you want 

to know it. 

ORO 


(9.3°7 


7" 


“The date of my birth was De- 
cember 17, 1847, and the place was 
a farm located in the southeasterly 
\)part of the Town of Harvard. 

“My first day at school was in 
the spring of 1852. 

“T have a distinct remembrance 
lof how pleased I was when, on @ 
| pleasant April morning, my first 
school teacher, Miss Sarah Lee, @ 
young lady whom my father as 
school committee had hired to keep 
the district school, and who boarded 
and lived at our home, led me to 
school. 


| 
“Miss Lee was a southern lady 


by birth and had been sent to Bos- 
ton to be educated; this occasional 
| side line of teaching might well be 
| classed as education put into prac~- 


| tice.” 
oe 


“When not globe-trotting Mr. Bull 
has traveled extensively in the ad- 
joining towns of Carlisle and Bil- 
lerica, his permanent home during 
most of his active career. Having 
for a short time as hook agent sold 
P. T. Barnum’s autobiography in 
the territory south and west of 
Lowell he settled at Carlisle in 
1870 as postmaster and storekeep- 
er. On April 30, 1893 he sold his busi- 
ness interests and property in Car- 
lisle and moved into the Paul Hill 
place at Billerica Centre. His ac- 
tivities in the two towns as town 
treasurer, as church treasurer and 
chorister, as member of the legis- 
lature and in various other capaci- 
ties are related in the book before 
me, often with touches of dry 
Yankee humor. 


Sea ee 


eee 
The story of the beginning of Mr. 
Bull’s connection with our papers 
|| I may retell in his own words: 
, 48 


a 


“Soon after I had purchased the 
|| Carlisle store business I had oc- 


casion to call at the office of the 
Yowell Weekly Journal in Lowell. 
While talking with the editor he 
suggested that I send items from 
the town for publication in his 
| paper. . 

“That surely would be new busi- 
ness for me, and I felt that I was 
not competent for the task; but at 
the same time I had a feeling that it 
was something which I would like 
to be able to do, 

“The result was that I held the 
| job down as long as the paper was 
published, and when it was merged 
into the Courier-Citizen, a daily 
paper, I continued to be their Car- 
lisle correspondent until the year 
11893, when I removed from the 
town.” 


Ldded 


Mr. Bull's de , a town his- 
torian “between but ate was in the 
J. W. Lewis hisgory of Middlesex 
jvounty, 1897 ele had been recom- 
| mendétto do the sketch of Carlisle, 
\but appreciating the amount of 
work required to examine and copy 
the town records he declined at first, 
A representative of the firm persist- 
|ed, and finally Mr. Bull put together 
the very creditable narrative that 
|appears in the Lewis history, and 
which I have often had occasion to 
consult. He meantime had discov- 
ered the fascination of historical re- 
search and for some years more he 
continued to amass everything that 
came his way concerning old Car- 
lisle. From this accumulation grew 
the large town history, covering the 
years 1754-1920. We reviewed it 
here at the time of its publication. 

Lit 


This Carlisle history was followed 
by the publication in 19338 of Mr. 
Bull's history of Troop F. Cavalry, 
ito which he belonged. Even before 
completing the present autobi- 
ography he had won well the right 
to take 4a high rank among our 
ycounty historians a 

** 


Readers of this newspaper in the 
past 40 years have been familiar 
| with Mr. Bull’s travel letters. Be- 
tween 1876 and 19383 he went places 
j}as many as 33 times, with a total 
mileage of 165,165, equal to about 
| six times around the globe. These 
| excursions have been an important 
| part of the pleasure of living for 
one who has not ducked hundrum 
routine, such as conducting a sub- 
| urban store hut who has insisted on 
every now and then breaking away 
from it, 


tes 


Much more I should like to say 
about and quote from this very 


|fascinating record of a well spent; 


life, did a day’s space permit, Only 
yesterday that is on April 8, 1935, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bull celebrated at 
their Billerica home their golden 
wedding; I am certain that all of 
the several hundred friends then 
present, and many others besides, 
will want to possess themselves now 
of a well made and well written 
| book from Sidney A. Bull’s hand, 
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Bull, Wilbur I., born at Carlisle, Mass., is a 
Dartmouth and Hartford Seminary graduate, He 
was ordained in 1918 at Jillerica, Mass., where he 
first went to school, Since then he has been 
steadily at work in Maine. He was at Ashland 
from 1918 to 1925, being on the staff of the Aroos- 
took Larger Parish from its beginning in. 1922. 
Since 1925 he has been on the staff of the Oxford 
County United Parish, The “larger parish” idea, 
which has found wide application in rural regions 
where the churches are small and in need of aid, 
is in part his. Mr, Bull and many other state and 
national home missionaries are demonstrating that 


Wilbur |. Bull is 
so modest that we 
are sending along 
Malcolm Dana, an 
old friend, to intro- 
duce him and tell 


what he wouldn’t 


“T had a rather hard 
time to get Mr. Bull 
here. He saw what 
looked like a good trout 
brook on the way and 
wanted to have a look 
at it! You see, in spite 
of the fact that he is a rural pastor with a 
very unusual record, and president of the Con- 
gregational Conference of Maine, he thinks it 
is a sin to neglect a brook! He knows more 
about the needs of the open country—physical, 
social, religious, and educational—than most 
anybody I know. When I first met him he was 
something of a curiosity to me, for he is one of 
the very few men with whom I am acquainted 
who actually prepared for the rural ministry. 

“You think of him as a preacher, and so he 
is, but he’s more than a preacher. He has made 
himself a regular institution all over northern 
Maine—in the Ashland region of Aroostook 
County, famous for its seed potatoes, and only 
fifty miles from the Canadian border. 

“First he got acquainted with the region and 
its people. Then he tried the same arguments 
for cooperation and pooling of interests in re- 
ligion as they had begun to learn in potato 
raising. And it went across. Ashland is the 
only place large enough to support a minister 
of its own. The little villages have never had 
the high-grade ministry needed to get results. 
They are too poor, and had never learned how 
to get together. Mr. Bull here gathered together 
a bunch of us who were his friends and who had 
been to college. We had not forgotten how to 
have a good time. We visited some thirteen 


rural America need not become pagan. 


Mr Bulls knowledge of the needs 
of the open country ond his ready 
solution of physical, social, religious 
and educational problems have 
made him an institution all over the 
section of Maine where the best 
seed potatoes in America grow 


points—usually farmhouses 
talking to the people about the 
possibilities of their region. 
We evolved a first-class vaude 
ville troupe before we were 
through. And what’s more, we 
got them committed to the 
idea of the Aroostook Larger 
Parish. Each cooperating unit 
sent in a delegate to discuss 
the future and to pool re- 
sources. 

“You'll have to get Mr. 
Bull to tell you more about it! He is too modest 
to say of himself that he has been the center and 
soul of the most successful experiment in the 
practice of pure democracy in rural religious 
life that can be found. After thirteen years 
spent in getting Aroostook Parish thoroughly 
urganized and staffed with three college trained 
men, backed by a working council of more than 
twenty-five men and women selected from their 
communities, Mr. Bull was called to North 
Waterford to do the same kind of work for an- 
other rural section with similar needs. Suppose 
you tell us about it yourself, Wilbur.” 

“Well, Mr. Dana, you are so enthusiastic 
about what you like to call religious adventures 
in rural America that I’m afraid these folks 
will think that we have performed miracles in 
rural Maine, when all that we have done could 
be duplicated elsewhere if the stronger churches 
back up the state organization and lend a hand 
to the struggling rural churches. Al] I have 
done has been to get so well acquainted with 
the people that I know what their real prob- 
lems are—and also what abilities they have. 
Then I have found experts who could give them 
the knowledge they needed to go ahead coop- 
eratively and improve the life of the community 
in every way. You folks ought to motor up that 
way sometime and eat a meal of the best potatoes 
in America right where they are grown!” 
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DEACON JOHN GREEN HOUSE 
Bedford Road 

Historical Sketch 

The Green Family 

Deed: Timothy Wilkins Jr, to John Green 
The Deacon Green House by Mrs, Mary A, Green 
Obituary of Thomas A. Green (news clipping) 
Historical Society Meeting, 1936 

Reception to Mrs, Mary A, Green, 1933 

Mrs. Mary A, Green as Librerien 

The Jonas Munroe House 
‘Munroe Genealogy | 


Rebecca Clark's Comb-back Chair 
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CARLISLE 


Reception to Mrs. Green 


The party and reception given at 
the library Saturday in honor of Mrs. 


Mary A. Green’s eightieth birthday | 


was an especially charming and un- 
usual social event. 

Mrs. Green’s own gracious and 
friendly personality and the joyous co- 
operation of all who helped, resulted 


in the absence of all perfunctory for- 


mality and created an atmosphere as 
rare as it was delightful. 

The large table in the reading room 
was cleared of its usual burden of 
magazines and spread with lovely lace 
and linen. In its center was a basket 
containing eighty pinks and at each 
end a beautiful vase of white vibur- 
num. 

Three decorated birthday cakes, 
which later were cut and shared by 
all guests, also found place there. One 
cake was sent from friends in Pep- 
perell. 


At a small table near the entrance 
fruit punch and cookies were dispensed 
by Mrs. P. E. Robbins and Mrs. Na- 
thanial Hill. In the vestibule a re- 
membrance book was presided over by 


a group of High School girls and every | 


guest wrote his name therein. : 

The party took place during regular 
library hours and the distribution of 
books was taken care of by Mrs. Mary 
F, Lapham and her sister Mrs. Arthur 
Lapham. Mr. Fred E. Robbins had 
previously decorated all the rooms 
with a very lovely arrangement of wild 
flowers, and some choice bouquets 
from home gardens. 
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At four o'clock, Louise MacDougall 
acting as spokesman for all the boys 
and girls presented a basket of roses 
and a large bouquet of garden flowers 
following which Mrs. Benson P. Wil- 
kins made a short address and pre- 
sented to Mrs. Green a fine reading 
glass, the basket of pinks and the 
unique gift of the garden club—a 
small rock garden in the old burying 
ground. Mrs. Green had been wishing 
to make such a beauty spot there and 
had herself made a beginning. This 
wish becoming known to some mem- 
bers of the Garden Club they decided 
to provide the plants and do the work 
as their birthday gift. A hollow for 


a bird bath was also chiseled in the. 


top of the big rock. 

A short tribute in verse was read 
by Mrs. Alden Davis. 

In response Mrs. Green not only ex- 


pressed her appreciation but also told 
many interesting facts about her long 
residence here and of the library 
which she has served so long and 
faithfully. 

Mrs. Green received a number of 
gifts beside those already mentioned, 
including a sum of money, flowers, 
candy, handkerchiefs and an immense 
number of cards and greetings. 

Among the guests were Mr. and Mrs. 
William Litchfield of Maynard, who 
presented to the historical collection a 
brocaded waist coat formerly worn by 
“Parson Litchfield” who served the 
town and church as its first minister 
for a period of forty-six years. Guests 
were present from Billerica, Pepperell, 
Concord, Bedford and Lowell. 

The whole town delighted to hoi 
Mrs. Green who has done, and is coil 
so much for young and old in the fine 
service she renders. 

She neither looks, acts, nor feels 
eighty years old and we hope to cele- 
brate again ten years from now. 
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Wilmington Site Where First 


Baldwin Apple Tree Stood 


ER 


PAPO PLDI IOS 


MONUMENT IN SOUTH WILMINGTON, MARKING SITE OF THE 


FIRST BALDWIN 


The origin of the Baldwin apple 
jhas been much disputed. Many are 
willing to claim it, but from authen- 
jtic sources; the information is gained 
that it was a wild tree taken from 
|the woods in the south part of Wil- 
|mington near where the South school 
now stands, by William Butters, and 
jtransplanted by him, 

Tradition has it that Mr. Butters’ 
attention was attracted to the tree 
by the sound of woodpeckers ham- 


mering upon it, thus being known ; 


at first as the Pecker apple. 

In 1793, Samuel Thompson, while 
surveying on the farm for the Mid- 
dlesex canal sampled the apples and 
later took home scions, giving some 
to his brother, Abijah, and to Col. 
Baldwin, a neighbor. Because of Col. 
Baldwin's extensive culture of the 


apple and his generosity in sharing | 
scions and fruit with his friends, it 


came to be Known by his name. 

In 1895 the Rumford Historical 
‘Association of Woburn erected a 
monument in its honor near the site 
of the old tree on the Butters farm. 
The monument bears the inscription: 
“This pillar, erected in 1895 by the 
Rumford Historical Association, in- 


}corporated April 18, 1877, marks the ! 


APPLE TREE 


estate where, in 1793, Samuel Thomp- 
son, esq., while locating the line of 
the Middlesex canal, discovered the 
first Pecker apple tree, later named 
the ‘Baldwin.’” 

From the story of the life of Asa 
4. Sheldon, great grandfather of the 
writer of this article,, is the follow- 
ing on the Baldwin apple: pa 

“T felt an interest-in knowing, if 
possible, where it was first produced. 
| The first evidence was gained from 
; James Butters, who lived on Wood- 
hill. He informed,me that the tree 
was taken from land of his, and fre- 
quently urged me to go and see the 
hole where it was taken out of. Sim- 
eon Butters, son of James before 
mentioned, showed me, as near as he 
| could recollect, where the tree stood 
when it bore fruit, and at another 
time Walter Butters showed me the 
same, and the locations did not vary 
four feet. Likewise the widow of 
Loammi Butters identified the same 
spot. 

“IT askeal all three of the last men- 
tioned persons what became of that 
tree. Mrs. Butters informed me, ‘the 
| day that I was married, there came 
up a shower, just before 12 o'clock, 
and lighting tore that tree all to 
pieces.’ ” 
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